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client and service provider to be the
largest factor in change next to the
client’s personal motivation to make
that change. Therefore, the DNA of all
programuning, of all intervention, must
be relationship and the personalized
encouragement {o change that trust
can inspire. Relationship is especially
important in religious services. As one
chaplain put i,

Religious services is more than
a “treatment approach.” It
can provide a context for
meaning, hope, a sense of pur-
pose, relationship with spiritu-
al communities, experiences of
love, forgiveness and accep-
tance. All of these are insiru-
mental in recovery and the
integration into society. Per-
haps it is the mystery of reli-
gion, of spiritual intervention
... that (may be) measured
more in quality than quantity.

— Chaplain Emily Brault 2008

i this reality is implemented into
the core values of religious services,
it is my conviction that we will see a
decrease in criminal motivation and
therefore less criminal action. Recidi-
vism will drop, which is ultimately
what this is all about.

Many religious volunteer groups
within the Oregon correctional sys-
tem have found creative ways to
incorporate their belief systems into
the goals of the Oregon Account-
ability Model. When they meet with
inmates, they address specific crim-
inogenic issues. This helps to pro-
vide clear direction and guidance for
the inmate, giving him or her ways to
apply the teachings of each group to
the unique problems the inmate
faces. All of this is done in the con-
text of authentic relationship. This, |
believe, is crucial if the greatest pos-
sible opportunity for change is going
to be offered to the offender. In this
sense, religious services takes
its place alongside other DOC cogni-
tive programs in providing a valuable
cocktail of treatment to those housed
within Oregon’s prison system.
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