Dear Applicant/Interested Party:

The State of Oregon, Housing and Community Services Department (OHCS), is now accepting Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) applications from non-entitlement communities throughout rural Oregon for housing programs. Our 2004 grant year has $3,411,939 for housing rehabilitation and $450,000 for regional housing centers. A CDBG applicants’ conference is scheduled for May 25, 2004 at 1:30 PM in Room 124 of our Salem office. You may submit questions in person or in writing at that time.

Grant applications will be selected for funding based upon staff review and scoring of the individual projects.  Grants will be awarded through a competitive process. The maximum amount per municipality is $500,000 for housing rehabilitation and $70,000 for regional housing centers. The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) is currently reviewing the CDBG application process for 2004. Each applicant who notifies our office of their intent to apply will receive notification of any changes.

Housing rehabilitation applications will be evaluated on program status, regional collaboration, demonstrated need, targeted need, grant administration and program management. If you decide to proceed with developing a housing rehabilitation grant application, then I will send one for your completion. I am available at 503-986-2136 or email at ernie.kirchner@hcs.state.or.us.

Regional housing center applications will be evaluated on project status, regional collaboration, needs assessment, grant administration capacity, and applicant’s CDBG experience. For regional housing center application information you may contact Karen Clearwater at 503-986-0968 and her email is karen.clearwater@hcs.state.or.us.

Grant awards will be contingent upon the State’s receipt of the 2004 grant funds from HUD. Applications must be received in our office at Oregon Housing and Community Services, 725 Summer Street NE, Suite B, PO Box 14508, Salem, Oregon 97309-0409 by 2pm on June 30, 2004. Postmarks will not constitute a receipt of your application.

Respectfully,

Ernie Kirchner

CDBG Program Manager

